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History of Del Monte Lake 
Admired, enjoyed, 
sometimes taken for 
granted and recently 
restored as a valuable 
habitat, NPS’s very own 
Del Monte Lake has stood 
up surprisingly well to the 
changes around it in the 
last 138 years. How did 
NPS get its own lake? 
Dredged from barren, 
marshy ground as a part of 
the Hotel Del Monte's 
planned waterworks in 
1880, it began life as "Lake 
Como" (then a name to 
evoke the Italian Riviera), 
but the fanciful name didn't stick. "Laguna de los Sueños" may have suited romantic 
Victorian tourists, but "Laguna del Rey" was the name printed on picture postcard views 
sent around the world from Hotel Del Monte.  Exotic flowering plants and trees graced 
its walk. Visitors fed its tame swans and crossed a long wooden walkway to reach its 
"fairy island".  Its familiar fountain was capable of "creating rainbows" 60 feet high, and 
on moonlit nights, the Hotel's orchestra played outdoors on the boat landing, just about 
at the location of today's Centennial Park. 
The lake continues to thrive today as "Del Monte Lake", providing NPS with the very 
best respite from study, work and everyday stress.  Take a break and find your favorite 
place along its banks.  Happy Spring! 
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